There has been a growing concern in the humanities for some time now that advances in the neurosciences constitute a serious challenge to their traditional expertise in matters of the mind and that the disciplinary fortifications against take-over attempts from the sciences and their more and more sophisticated methods of investigation are eroding apace.
In this process the mind is being reconfigurated from a number of interesting angles and it is the aim of this conference to do two things at this juncture: use the expertise of literary scholars to test the available mind-models and the theories about how it does what it does proposed by the various branches of the neuroand the cognitive sciences and vice versa confront contemporary literary theorizing about how literature does what it does with the latest research on how the brain functions, how its architecture is structured, how it uses language and how it has generally organized and reorganized its relationship with its cultural environment.
The conference language will be English. 
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